PAFFREL

Secos &) 2)0HM BrSOOMBES S S GRImODO®.

HBHSTOTAIHID BUTUIDTAIHIOTDT EHIH0HAHBBTAT LDBBHAT AFUDUTG.

PEOPLE’S ACTION FOR FREE & FAIR ELECTIONS

2021-09-14
988 91806 DRE ¥xIacrszmm3r0 AR EAI%E:I5 OBIB) QNS

2625788 - 915068 9232512868 DB} 536867153025 A BIBIED2)

& oz @B3DSem 983123630 6DBEZ 38DeBensz Oz WSS 6@re85rHE
@35 €% JBIST G0 8233506520 @25 B6cS (13) EMEIE 8368 $mE) B33
CDIEBIGBI.

& 2388865 23€2%53 23335 VBDSEERE 6@r18INE EedBIWWEE D2 B3EIB 3IRB)
AIBBBEZ PeAEB2EER) BRI EB®ID BE Br3eernmEsO IR ¥
& BIDBNE@EES 3 ISE 280IDIMS OBIDSew 3D B BSwSB8en
QBN BGEE 88290165 D @B WOB) C) BNDEBO e Bried Seds
B2IEBO BBIESH.

& 50 3dced I BEHMEE WE FeNWBWE) BEIB 3B KK HSEEHS
QIBWGE 43S Be® MBO Bre BDINSS 6B BBIWEBHO BecsIw) 6%

ce

600 DRI BE) BBIeD OGBS PFNDOBGE $EIBBIBLS BB5EIBLNBBIO
33 CDEOD 62163¢6MB) D). 3O 62NHEBS D6ed EWEDE DO 6@I62HINW)
RYBI6E OB WO 2eB3enINGEd RWBREDD 9RWR) e313683%) 2. DB &% 62570
369382 Jsc® B@1BEc® BB 8081eH6E $DKBHNDGE ) OBDSEHGIHE
28@O% FDHBEIDS 151DB) DG DI EHS &) 2.

DEOBIO 6O BEK)NLEHR 83€I DKL ENISKCL GRIGBIOD 9 RYEE 6256501
eBYEEEO 355) %)05r539% O 6435653

6O® HMAWOS 223 8IBDIGHB $B) PG DINZ 1Bk LGRS . &f seen)
2829303 DS (§7) ANO IBSBDB OB®NS 338 IBKS 3D e BB D153
628E0 PYH®BIB)DICE IWEB 353 6EHIGE 6’HaddE BOJw ¢§HE. Ve@B® &F
23€290) 2Do2d 83290365 e @RS BRMIEBI0E 8@ 28D WK, DB) .
D@5 6O e 6D6% Y BIE 300N BewIBHBLS ) 218 DeFRDEREE B
625202 WRBD BB 6.

663 en 62008 EDD
DRI52) BB

#No.16, Byrde Place, Off Pamankada Rd, Colombo 06.
Tel : (+94) 11 2558570 / 11 2558571 Fax : (+94) 11 2558572
Email : paffrel@sltnet.lk Web : www.paffrel.com



PAFFREL

SecHs ) )05 BOOMES SC®) Som) SMOHOG.

HBHSMOTAIHID BUTUDTIIHUONDT BHTHUBAHBSTAI LDHSET AFWLDHUTH.

PEOPLE’S ACTION FOR FREE & FAIR ELECTIONS

14-09-2021

A timely reminder that bribing the voters at future elections will result in the Perpetrator
losing the seat

A decisive and landmark judgment in the history of elections in Sri Lanka

Mr. Ranga Dissanayake, High Court Judge, Moneragala has delivered a landmark judgment
on 13th September 2021 opening a new chapter in the history of elections in Sri Lanka.

This judgment has been given in respect of a case filed by PAFFREL in collaboration with
loosing candidate and the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence against a candidate of one
of the local government bodies in the Moneragala District for offering various kinds of bribes
to the voters at the last local government elections.

The judgment declared the candidate who had purportedly won the seat by bribing the voters
as null and void and accordingly he was removed by order of the Court and the candidate who
had secured the next highest number of votes was ordered to be appointed to fill the vacant
position.

This historic ruling will serve as a deterrent to future candidates in bribing the voters. Even if
they continue to bribe, their election will be liable to be challenged subsequently. In
addition, the need for enacting laws to limit election expenses by candidates and provision of
a level playing field for all candidates in an election has been re- emphasized.

Also, itis important to note that the implementation of the Right to Information Act has paved
the way for procuring the information required for this victory.

We were compelled to pursue this case in the midst of many obstacles. The two lawyers who
have given their utmost commitment in this case while certain institutions that ought to have
supported our endeavor had avoided their responsibility, deserve the respect and gratitude
of all those who value democracy. This achievement will certainly be a source of joy to the
election officials who have supported it sincerely. Also we wish to thank all the civil society
representatives and staff who have worked hard towards this achievement.

Rohana Hettiarachchi
Executive Director
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